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High School Students Learn to Become
Certified Nurse Assistants Through Chatham
Hills Subacute Care Center's New On-Site
Program
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CHATHAM, NJ – The Chatham Hills Subacute Care Center has formed a
partnership with East Orange Campus High, creating a program that helps
students work toward becoming a certified nurse's assistant.

Nine East Orange Campus students are in the weekly inaugural program,
which includes in-class instruction from Biomedical Allied Health Science
Teacher Viviana Thaker, and first-hand rehabilitation experience at the
Chatham Hills Subacute Care Center. 

“In the classroom, I teach them about the physiology and the science,”
Thaker said. “It's like a job-training program in partnership with the high
school.”

At the end of the program next month, the students will have the
opportunity to take an exam that can earn them certification as a nurse's
assistant.

“After I get my certificate, I'll be able to look into different career paths,”
Maxamus Thom, one of the students in the program, said. “I'm starting an
internship right after I finish the program, so this is opening doors for me
after high school.

“I have more respect for the people working in this field now that I'm in this
program. How you interact with people says something about who you are.
You can learn everything else, but this gives you experience in interaction
with people.”

Students Sabrina Primera, Aracely Romero and Bianny Almonte expressed
how grateful they are to participate in the program.

“I love this program and I feel very grateful because it provides a great
opportunity,” Primavera said. “Being a CNA gives you a base of knowledge
that you can take with you to college. It's also a great help on the financial
side since we're doing this through the high school program.”

Last Friday, the Chatham Hills Subacute Care Center took the opportunity to
provide additional specialized education to the East Orange CNA students
on its signature Comprehensive Amputee Rehabilitation Program, led by
Paralympic Gold Medalists Todd Schaffhauser and Dennis Oehler, who
visited to speak with the students.

During their clinical sessions, Schaffhauser and Oehler emphasized the
importance of compassion in healthcare, and shared unique insights and
experiences with the students, inspiring future, compassionate healthcare
professionals on their journey to becoming caregivers.

They also shared more about their CARP program, which supports
individuals considering or recovering from amputation through mentorship
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and guidance within the CareRite Centers network. Chatham Hills offers
additional opportunities for mentorship and education within its
community.
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